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 1 
Present Members:  Zona  Butler, Jennifer Iller, Sierra Gray, Tim Lepore, Melissa Murphy and Pauline Proch 2 
 3 
The meeting was called to order at 5:05 PM in the Director of Special Services’ Conference Room.  A motion was 4 
made by Tim Lepore, and seconded by Melissa Murphy, to go into Executive Session to consider applicants for 5 
employment for the position of Director of Services.  The motion was unanimously approved through a roll call vote.  6 
The Executive Session ended at 5:50 p.m.  The regular session was re-convened at 6:00 p.m. in the Large Group 7 
Instruction room at NHS. Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda, Pauline Proch seconded and it was 8 
approved unanimously.   9 
 10 
Presentations and discussions of interest to the Committee 11 
Class of 2016 Presentation of Gift Donations 12 
Class Advisor Liz Reinemo and six members of the recently graduated Senior Class: Maggie Toole, Claire Mackay, 13 
Irena Roggeveen, Ella Gammons, Francis Steadman and Virginia Bullington addressed the School Committee to 14 
share the recent donations their class recently gifted.  This class raised such an enormous amount over their four 15 
years, they decided it would be nice to share their profits.  They donated $1,000 to a handful of island non-profit 16 
organizations:  Fairwinds, Marla Ceely Lamb, Harvey Foundation, A Safe Place, and Friends of Nantucket Public 17 
Schools.  The School Committee thanked the group for their generosity and asked them how they are all faring at 18 
college.  Each student shared where they are at school, what they are thinking of majoring in, and Dr. Lepore asked 19 
them how they feel they have been prepared by Nantucket Public Schools.  While they all agreed college has been an 20 
adjustment, they all felt as though they are feeling well prepared and able to tackle the workload.  The comment was 21 
made that scheduling their own time now is different, much less regimented than in high school and they had to 22 
acclimate. 23 
 24 
CPS Project Based Learning (PBL) Presentation – Teachers, Adriene Lombardi and Alice Crowley 25 
Mrs. Lombardi (7

th
 grade English) and Mrs. Crowley (8

th
 Math) brought some of their students who participated in 26 

the newly created, Project Based Learning class, a creative amalgam of their two classes redesigned for teaching in a 27 
unique environment, with the idea of offering a more creative and engaging class setting.  After bringing the idea to 28 
the CPS Principal, and with the blessing from him and the Superintendent, they unveiled their idea to the School 29 
Committee last Spring.  Now into the Fall semester and the first year of a two year pilot, the class just finished their 30 
first official unit which was about the actual Naming of this class.  Students in 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade worked in smaller 31 

groups with an objective to come up with a new PBL name by way of data collection, marketing; advertising, 32 
persuasive writing. The math portion comes from data collection and surveys manipulating these details, the English 33 
is in the writing and collective reasoning, narrative and persuasive writing, etc. When finished, the students presented 34 
their final project “name” to a panel of judges who determined the final winner.  The judges worked off a rubric and 35 
with these results and the addition of the popular vote, the final name awarded was “YOUnique-Learn Your Way”.  36 
Addressing the School Committee, the students had a lot to share about how they liked this learning environment, 37 
that it allows freedom to be creative and that you do not sit in a row in a classroom.  They described some of their 38 
projects and showed the committee poster boards of their presentations.  Mrs. Lombardi also showed a quick video of 39 
when the teachers presented the PBL class to the parents and public.  She discussed the grading in this classes, a 40 
Pass/Fail selection for Aspen reporting and that this was accompanied by a descriptive narrative of the students’ 41 
progress and progressions, more like an evaluation.  Sierra Gray stated she thought this class looked great and wished 42 
it was offered when she was in middle school.  Superintendent Cozort asked the teachers if they felt like the dose of 43 
Math was fulfilling the Department of Education requirements and Mrs. Crowley responded that there are 10 days of 44 
learning time in the schedule where the classes will be split into a ‘regular’ academic block of time in which she will 45 
be able to address any concentrations of Math that need focus.  Mrs. Lombardi offered that she and Mrs. Crowley are 46 
confident that the students are getting all that they should, that she and Mrs. Crowley have full command of the 47 
Common Core Standards and can still provide the balance of what is required and in this less conventional setting.  48 
Mrs. Butler asked the students how they like being in a mixed class, to which they answered very positively.  Pauline 49 
Proch added that she attended the public presentation of PBL and was impressed by how students were learning, the  50 
 51 
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 52 
teamwork, the hands on approach, and that she felt it addressed all the different learning styles and that it seemed 53 
more engaging.  There were questions from the School Committee about selection process of students and the 54 
teachers answered how they filtered through with the help of previous year teachers in 6 and 7 grade, that the class 55 
was an Opt-in selection within the traditional course selection and they had to cap the numbers at two classes of 25 56 
students making it not easy to have a waiting list.  Concluding the presentation, Dr. Peter Cohen thanked the teachers 57 
and students, stating how much work went into planning this new venture.  He said the feedback has been amazing 58 
and in moving forward, March will be around the time they make decisions about next steps with this pilot program. 59 
 60 
District Report Card – Curriculum & Assessment Directors, Michael Horton and Jean Witt 61 
The two Directors of C&A, Mr. Horton and Mrs. Witt offered the traditional Department of Education School Report 62 
Card Overview (for each school) showing our accountability levels, school percentiles, school achievement results 63 
over time compared to the state and district and how our growth compares.  This is the same report that has been 64 
made available to the public year after year.  In addition to this, Mr. Horton offered another document that he has 65 
been working on that is more than just a two page result sheet, but rather a more comprehensive gathering of the 66 
information, including ELL population, SPED population, Homeschooling numbers, Free & Reduced meals 67 
information, SAT and AP scores, Financial information including budget details, Federal Grants, also attendance, 68 
discipline info, High School completion, Dropout rates.  He illustrated this data with narratives, graphs, charts, slides 69 
and described his idea to offer a more eye friendly document that combines  a snapshot information all in one place.  70 
A true profile of NPS - information that is readily accessible to the public, but in so many different places, not as 71 
clean to collect for a person interested in what makes up our district data.  He asked the School Committee for their 72 
thoughts, perhaps if they wanted more information added that was not already there, and for general feedback.  The 73 
response was positive and the Committee brainstormed aloud perhaps it would be nice to add Athletic and 74 
Technology information.  Mrs. Witt added it might be a way to highlight the uniqueness of our island and it could be 75 
a living document tied into the School Improvement Plans.  Mrs. Murphy liked this Annual Report Card stating it 76 
was more holistic and captures ways to assess how students are learning, Dr. Lepore and the rest of the Committee 77 
echoed the sentiment.   78 
 79 
Comments from the Public 80 
None 81 
 82 
Committee discussion and votes to be taken 83 
Vote of Approval Gift Donation to NCS from ReMain Nantucket, $12,500 for Adult Education & Enrichment.  Tim 84 
Lepore made a motion, seconded by Pauline Proch and with no on opposing, was approved the committee 85 
unanimously. 86 
 87 
Vote of Approval Gift Donation(s) to Class of 2017, for December Delight Fundraiser, deposited to the NHS 88 
Activity Account: Longfin LLC $750.00, CrossRip Development Corp. $500.00, Cape Cod Five Savings $250.00, 89 
Toscana Corp $500.00, The Juice Bar $500.00, Ryder Electric $500.00, Aloisi Corp $500.00, Nantucket Golf Club 90 
$2,000.00. Dr. Lepore made a motion, seconded by Melissa Murphy, with no opposed, the motion was approved by 91 
the Committee. 92 
 93 
Vote of Approval Gift Donation to NHS Gift Account for the NHS Culinary Class from Nantucket Wine & Food in 94 
the amount of $5,000.  Pauline Proch made a motion, seconded by Melissa Murphy and with no one opposing, was 95 
approved the committee unanimously. 96 
 97 
Transfers & Invoices 98 
Pauline Proch made a motion, seconded by Melissa Murphy,   a motion was approved by a vote of the committee. 99 
 100 
 101 
 102 
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 103 
December 20, 2016 , Meeting Minutes: 104 
A motion to approve was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Pauline Proch, with no one opposed, and was 105 
approved by a vote of the Committee. 106 
 107 
Superintendent’s Report–W. Michael Cozort 108 
Enrollment 109 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the numbers as of the start of the year, showing a drop of approximately one dozen 110 
students, with the biggest change at the Elementary School.  But he cautioned that as of the morning of the 3

rd
 of 111 

January, while twelve students had withdrawn, he had already learned of five new students in the process of enrolling 112 
so that will easily offset the drop.  He reminded the Committee this pattern is common every year, people moving off 113 
island due to housing or going to warm climates (their homeland) for a period of time.   114 
 115 
Field Trip Student Travel and Chaperones 116 
Superintendent Cozort handed out a revised copy of the Policy IJOA – R&P, which represented regulations, not the 117 
actual policy.  The policy committee had revamped the R&P slightly to address concerns of travel for students and 118 
their chaperones.  This does not require a vote as it is merely a more clearly defined statement for #2 and #3 in the V. 119 
section of the regulations. 120 
 121 
On the Horizon – Next meeting will be on January 17

th
 with the 2

nd
 Quarter Budget Development, a visit from the 122 

Voch Tech Woodshop class, Bullying Update.  The meeting will begin at approximately 6:30 pm, right after the 123 
Public Hearing School Committee Appropriation for Fiscal Year 2018.  The Superintendent will present at 6:00 in 124 
the LGI the annual Public Hearing.  He added that the date for the Public Hearing was moved by mandate, due to the 125 
FinCom date set for January 19.  Therefore, the school presentation must precede January 19

th
. 126 

 127 
Subcommittees & Acknowledgements 128 
Sierra Gray, Student Council representative, shared the Staff Breakfast held on the last day prior to the Holiday 129 
Break was a success.  Well attended and everyone was in a festive mood. 130 
 131 
With no other comments or questions to add or ask, at 7:04 pm the School Committee adjourned on a motion made 132 
by Pauline Proch, seconded by Tim Lepore, and was, unanimously approved. 133 
 134 
Respectfully submitted, 135 
Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  136 


